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MISSIONARIES 
 

 Timer and Mary Ann 
Hartley, Northern  
Africa and the Middle 
East 

 Younis Farhat, Pastor, 
Asian-Indian Mission 

 Jim and Viola Palmer, 
United States 

 Hannah Redd, 
United States 

 Samantha Mullaney, 
Red Sea region in the 
Middle East 

 Josh and Rebekah Holt 
and baby Jan, England 

 Jan and Ed Kotynski, 
Wycliffe translators 

HOMEBOUND 
 

 Sandra Abney 
 Alvin Ashcraft 
 Bill Barksdale 
 Garvin Bell 
 Sarah Bell 
 Hazel Burns 
 Roscoe Carden 
 Marilyn Carlile 
 Jewel Coker 
 Jane Drake 
 Charlie & Mary Duncan 
 Walker Elster 
 Preston & Allene 

Mangum 
 Sue Moyer 
 Lorene Quinette 
 Emmalene Rogers 
 William Ross 
 Amanda Williams 
 Cora Willis 
 

Okay, I will admit that I got hooked on watching the BBC series, Downton Abby. You can 

blame my wife for that (you won’t, but you could). I have watched almost the entire seven 

seasons on Amazon Prime. It reveals a past epic when some (I said, “some”) morals and  

personal ethics were outwardly practiced. It is interesting to see life on a level that I have  

never known. Having visited the Biltmore Mansion, we see in the Downton episodes what we 

experienced and learned in that visit to the North Carolinian estate. 

Two different ways of life exist in Downton: that which is lived upstairs in the main part of the 

house (wealthy) and that which is lived downstairs (servants). There are two different trains 

of thought, personal goals and way of life. In many respects, the servants live to serve the 

masters. Sometimes the lords and ladies of the Downton house choose to serve their 

servants—with time, money, encouragement and advice.  

Hmmm. Interestingly, that seems to be the message that Jesus is attempting to teach us. He 

said, “It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. 

Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come 

and wait on them” (Luke 12:13). Faithful servants served by The Master. What a novel  

concept. 

Pastor Al 

PASTOR AL SOUTHERLAND 

WEEKDAY PRESCHOOL  TERRI BUTLER 

Sandy Plains Baptist Weekday Preschool had a great 2015-2016 school year! We congratulate 

Susan Anderson on her retirement. She gave 23 years of dedicated service to blessing the 

lives of many children and families. Susan will be greatly missed in the preschool.  

I have hired 3 new teachers: one to replace Susan and we are adding another 4-year old class 

this year, so two teachers to fill the extra slots. If you know of anyone who would like to apply 

for a substitute position, we can always use extra subs.    

Our new school year begins on August 22nd. We have openings for children in all age groups 

at this time, however the 3-year old classes are almost full. We need more 2 year olds!  We 

ask that the church be in prayer for our weekday preschool (teachers and families) as we 

begin our new year. 

The teachers are: 

1 Year olds------Meron Abebe, Zoey Earl 

2 Year olds------Beth Krise, Meg Clark 

3 Year olds------Laurie Kalet, Sherri Chadwick, Robbi Fernandes and Heather Wilson  

4 Year olds------Kris Schroeder, Carol Rohrer, Pat Reed and Wendy Stone 

I sometimes get asked if there is anything the preschool needs. If you see all the back-to-

school sales and just can’t resist, we can always use Elmer’s glue, glue sticks, masking tape, 

fine point Sharpies, gallon and sandwich zipper bags, and bottles of “Clorox Anywhere Hard 

Surface Spray”.  
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WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP DINNERS 

WEDNESDAY  

FELLOWSHIP DINNERS 

AUGUST MENUS 

 

August 17th 

Hashbrown Casserole, 

Biscuits and Gravy, Eggs, 

Bacon, Grits, and  

Blueberry/Cinnamon 

Crumbcake 

 

August 24th 

Pork Loin, 

 Sweet Potatoes,  

Green Beans, Cornbread, 

Salad, and Apple Cobbler 

Children: Hamburgers, 

French Fries, Salad and 

Apple Cobbler 

 

August 31st 

Chicken and Rice,  

Black Eyed Peas,  

Yeast Rolls, Salad and 

Chocolate Cake 

Children: Hot Dogs, 

Chips, Salad and  

Chocolate Cake 

Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinners resume on August 17th. The meal will be served from 5:15 

to 6:00 pm.  We have fantastic meals prepared by Julie Davis.  The cost is reasonable at  

$6/adult, $3/child with a $20 family maximum.  To sign-up, fill out the information on the  

communication card in the bulletin each Sunday, fill out the form on the website or call the 

church office.  You may sign-up on a weekly basis or have a standing reservation. 

If you would like to volunteer to help in the kitchen, please contact Vanessa or Billy Biggers,  

Terri Butler or Jennifer Braswell.  We need help before and after the meal.  Last year the  

kitchen help was terrific!  These opportunities for fellowship are not possible without the  

support of volunteers and the people who come to eat with us.  We're looking forward to  

seeing you on Wednesday, August 17th! 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Giving in God’s Love—Students are back in school! We have a partnership with the nearby Ad-

dison Elementary School and this is the time to ensure a successful start! Our focus this month 

is on assisting the teachers with their supplies. Bring these items to the Mission table anytime 

this month, include an encouraging note if you like, too. DON’T FORGET, you can also volunteer 

your time with these little ones! There are opportunities that only require 30 minutes, an hour 

or as much as you like (such as reading with a student, assisting in the Science Lab, and many 

more). Be a part of this ministry in our community in whatever way God is leading. 

Needed items: Clorox disinfecting wipes, black Sharpies, hand sanitizer, Elmer’s glue, ream of 

white copy paper/colored copy paper, ream of white cardstock/multicolored cardstock, dry 

erase markers, Band-Aids, gallon/sandwich sized Ziploc bags, post-it notes, headphones/

earbuds, and box of tissues.  

PICTURE OF THE MONTH 

It’s a shame 

when they go 

throwing away 

perfectly good 

pastors like 

that... 
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WORSHIP BRYAN PAINE 

The Long Haul  

"For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which 

you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”  

(John 4:37-38 ESV)  

It’s very easy to get caught up in the “go big, go fast, or go home” mentality. This can also creep 

into the church and our Christian walk. Almost every story you hear of church planting success 

is of how a gifted leader started with almost nothing and then the congregation just blew up 

overnight. Seldom do we hear a leader share about long years of faithful labor with little initial 

fruit, but how God was still at work; regardless of the numbers.  

In John 4, Jesus wants the disciples to know that the spiritual harvest they were experiencing 

was the result of a long-term process and the labor of others. Others had gone before them, 

tilling the ground, planting the seed and watering the soil; and now they were witnessing the 

harvest. We can get as caught up in the “reaping” as the disciples probably were. This can  

happen in our ministry circles, or even with friends that we hope will come to see the saving 

grace of Jesus. We often focus on the harvest as opposed to the tilling, sowing, watering, and 

cultivating that must occur before we reap. In other words, we want to see the end result and 

not just experience the work that comes before. This can also cause us to be discouraged when 

we don’t see quick results in our ministry.  

However, we can be encouraged by Jesus’ words and realize that the work we are doing now 

will bring a harvest even; if we aren’t there to be a part of it. Be faithful with the small but  

significant doors God has opened in people’s lives around you, and have a long-haul view when 

investing in those lives. Recognize and celebrate God’s work in the lives of others, even when it 

isn’t harvest time.  

YOUNG IN HEART 

We had 37 members and 5 guests present on July 21st. 

Nan Maddox did a wonderful job speaking on strokes 

and the Zika virus. Our next meeting will be August 18th 

and Caroline Singletary will be speaking on her mission 

trips. This will be a covered dish luncheon. To make 

 reservations call Linda Hodges at 678-773-0958. 

OUR CORE 
VALUES 

 

Our power source is 
prayer 

 
Our church is to be 

Christ-like 
 

Our sacred activity 
is worship 

 
Our mission is to 
reach people for 

Christ 
 

Our responsibility is 
to disciple believers 

 
Our message must 
remain unchanged 

while our  
methodologies 

change 
 

Our calling is to be 
involved in a servant 

ministry 
 

Our resolve is to do 
ministry through a 

“kingdom 
vision” 

  
Our quest is to 

do ministry with 
excellence 

 
Our desire is to be 

faithful 
stewards 

A Big Thank You to the men who so faithfully set up flags in honor of our nation every July! The 

community around appreciates this display every year. The Men’s Ministry is actively planning 

their next big event -LABOR DAY PIG-PICKIN’- to be held Sunday, Sept. 4th. Mark your calendars 

and make sure you are a part of this Sandy Plains Baptist annual event! More details to follow! 

If you are interested in joining the Men’s Ministry, contact Chad Conrey. 

MEN’S MINISTRY 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Dr. Alvin Southerland 
Senior Pastor 

al@sandyplains.org 
 

Bryan Paine 
Worship Pastor 

bryan@sandyplains.org 
 

Gary McEntire 
Pastor to Students 

gary@sandyplains.org 
 

Janet Porter  
Children’s Director 

janetporter@sandyplains.org 
 

Terri Butler 
Preschool Director 

terri@sandyplains.org 
 

Dr. Don Mason 
Pastor to Senior Adults 

 
Year-To-Date 

Budget: 
$403,000 

 

Year-To-Date 
Offerings: 
$392,175 

This year, the National Day of Prayer involved millions of Americans gathered for prayer for our 

country. It was quite possibly the largest mobilized prayer effort in the history of the USA. More 

than 48,000 events took place on court house steps, parks, offices, churches and homes  

symbolizing a single prayer – one voice – one cry – for such a time as this. Perhaps this was a 

fulfillment of the vision of President John Adams on June 17, 1775, “We have appointed a  

Continental fast. Millions will be on their knees at once before the great  

Creator, imploring his forgiveness and blessing; his smiles on American councils and arms.” 

In addition, gatherings in stadium, parades. motorcycle rallies and other celebrations a church 

in South Korea mobilized more than 4,000 churches to pray for our nation. As well, there was a 

national observance live from Jerusalem, Israel to more than 90 countries with over 450,000 

viewers via satellite television.  

More than ever we need to be in prayer for our country and we are 

confident that prayer changes things. Pray that our families will be 

strengthened, churches will preach the gospel, schools will be more 

tolerant toward the Bible and religious freedom, and our culture not 

control our speech through political correctness. Of course, we need to 

pray for the current and future leadership of our country.  

The Prayer Team welcomes your participation.  

PRAYER  

UP AND COMING 

The Caring and Sharing group 

will meet on Thursday, 

August 11th at 7pm at the 

home of Janice Ashley. 

Young In Heart will meet on 

Thursday, August 18th at 

11am in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

W.O.M.: Mission Seekers 

will meet at 10:30am on 

Thursday, August 4th at the 

home of Melanie Carroll. 

The Leadership Meeting will 

be on Sunday, August 7th at 

4pm in C-18. 

 

Join us as we go to Heritage 

on Sunday, August 28th at 

4pm. 

The Senior Men’s Meeting 

will begin at 10am on  

Tuesday, August 30th in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

Life too complicated? Sometimes, we just need to get back to some basics 

and firm up our foundation in Christ. What does Jesus really mean when He 

said, “Follow Me”? Think you know? We will explore and discover this truth 

in a deeper way on Tuesday mornings beginning August 30th at 9:30am in  

C-18. This 8 week study of David Platt’s FOLLOW ME - A Call to Die. A Call to 

Live  will challenge, convict and change you! Join us as we learn and  

fellowship with one another.  

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 



CHILDREN  JANET PORTER 
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Please continue to 

pray for the kids 

and their families 

that come through 

our doors. We 

want to create an 

environment 

where the kids can 

learn about God’s 

love and the  

parents have a 

place to interact 

with other parents 

who are learning 

how to teach their 

kids about who  

Jesus is. God has 

given us a huge 

responsibility and I 

don’t want us to 

miss our  

opportunity to 

serve Him! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL was amazing!! We had 200 kids here every day and record 

attendance for our Friday night performance. From the wonderful decorations to the 

amazing volunteers, VBS was enjoyed by the kids and their families. Thank you to all 

who contributed to our “Submerged” adventure. 

Our AWANA season will begin soon and families are already making plans to send 

their kids! We are praying that we are able to reach even more kids for Christ and help 

them understand how much Jesus loves them. All are invited to join us for our Back to 

School Bash as the kids get registered for AWANA. We will meet on August 10th for wa-

ter games, food and fun and then begin our AWANA season on August 17th from 6:00 

– 8:00 pm. If you would like to know how you can be a part of this amazing time, please 

contact me…I have a place for you to serve! 



MIDDLE / HIGH SCHOOL GARY MCENTIRE 

2 CORINTHIANS 8:7 Page 7 

 

We are the Student 

Ministry of Sandy Plains 

Baptist Church. 

 

We are about joining our 

minds with the mind of 

God.  

 

We are about denying 

ourselves and lifting up 

Christ.  

 

We are about submitting 

our will to the will of 

God.  

 

We are about merging 

heart, soul, strength and 

mind into one dedicated 

purpose: to love God and 

to love others.  

 

We are about becoming 

one in Spirit with other 

Christ followers.  

 

We are about becoming 

one with the One.  

We are about: 

the FUSION 

EXCITING NEW STUDENT EMPHASIS IN THE FALL 

As our summer is wrapping up, we are looking forward to our middle and high school 

student program shifting back into top gear. Our theme for this year will come from the 

world of video games and will be called LEVEL UP. Our intention is to teach our students 

how to become more dedicated disciples of Jesus. This program is open to all 6th-12th 

grade students. 

STUDENT PROMOTION 

Sunday, August 7th, we will be promoting all kids and students to their next grade level. 



Return Service Requested 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 
 
8/1 Cobb County First Day of School 
8/4 W.O.M.:Mission Seekers, 10:30am (Melanie Carroll’s home) 
8/7 Promotion Sunday for Children and Youth 
8/7 Leadership Meeting, 4pm (C18) 
8/10 AWANA KickOff and Registration, 6pm 
8/11 Caring and Sharing, 7pm (Janice Ashley’s home) 
8/17 Fellowship Dinners Resume, 5:15pm (FH) 
8/18 Young In Heart, 11am (FH) 
8/22 Weekday Preschool First Day of School 
8/28 Heritage, 4pm 
8/28 Movie Night, 5:30pm (Student Center) 
8/30 Senior Men’s Meeting, 10am (FH) 

REGULAR WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
Sunday 
 9:30 AM Classic Worship 
    9:30 AM  Bible Study 
  11:00 AM Modern Worship 
  KIDSWorship in Student Center 
  11:00 AM  Bible Study  
    5:00 PM  Evening Activities  
    7:00 PM  Band Rehearsal (WC) 
 
Wednesday 
     5:15 PM Fellowship Dinner (FH) 
     6:00 PM AWANA 
     6:30 PM Adult Bible Study (FH) 
     7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal (WC) 
        



SPBC Volunteer Schedule—August 2016 
August 7th August 14th August 21st August 28th 

Deacon of the Week 

Tom Freeman Roy Earnest Roland Smith Earl Gossage 

Counting Team 

Jo Ann Tucker Linda Miller Terri Butler Melissa Lacy 

Linda Tharp Paul Smith Nan Maddox Linda Hodges 

 Judi Murphine Cindy Moore David Braswell 

Lock-Up 

Don Walker Don Walker Ray Butler Ray Butler 

Chad Conrey Chad Conrey Dick Porter Dick Porter 

Security at 9:30am 

Wally Harris Lewis Casey Danny Ashley Ron Stone 

Earl Gossage Sam Hill Robert Moody Fran Florian 

Security at 11:00am 

Roy Earnest Jim Caulk Larry Logan Wayne Cole 

Roland Smith Mike Dean Tony Millsapp Daniel Reavis 

Soundboard 

Danny Wood Danny Wood Danny Wood Danny Wood 

Projection 

David Peterson David Peterson David Peterson David Peterson 



SPBC Volunteer Schedule—August 2016 
August 7th August 14th August 21st August 28th 

Extended Session Coordinator 

Jenni Logan Janet Porter Bernie Caulk Christine Peterson 

Babies and Twos—1st Service 

Janice Ashley Jodi Eubanks DeAnn McEntire Janet Earnest 

Melita Conrey  Josh McEntire Susan Warren 

Babies and Twos-2nd Service 

Angela Millsapp Leigh Ann Anderson DeAnn McEntire Terri Butler 

Michelle McBee  Josh McEntire Lindsey Butler 

Threes, Fours, and Fives 

Robert Moody Robert Moody Robert Moody Robert Moody 

Betsy Moody Betsy Moody Betsy Moody Betsy Moody 

Additional Workers (you can call for a sub) 

Angie Spiva  Cindy Moore Susan Bohm 

Traditional Service Ushers 

Team 1 Team 2 Team 3 Team 1 

David Braswell Chad Conrey Don Singletary David Braswell 

Wayne Bartlett Danny Ashley Dixie Beggs Wayne Bartlett 

Bob Hayes Joe Ballew Garvin Bell Bob Hayes 

Frank Hartley Earl Gossage Lewis Casey Frank Hartley 

Jim Kennedy Robert Moody Wayne Cole Jim Kennedy 

John LaRue Ron Stone John Downer, Fran Florian John LaRue 

Steve Stephens Don Walker Wally Harris, Sam Hill Steve Stephens 


	8 - 2016 - August Newsletter
	Volunteer Schedule

